
 C.D. Wentzel, Meester and Voorleser 
By Ebrahim Rhoda  1

In our article “The Lady Visits and the Hosts are absent” we concluded that the tutor who hosted the Barnards was 
almost certainly Carel David Wentzel. Ebrahim Rhoda undertook thorough research and takes his story further, 
including his subsequent stays on Morkel farms, in Riversdale and as the probable patriarch of  the Wentzel family of  
The Strand, including Ebrahim himself. 

André Morkel 

Carel David Wentzel was resident on the farm Morgenster of  Willem Morkel  (sic, it was in fact 2

the farm of  Willem’s brother, Philip Hendrik ) in 1808  and in 1809. He is listed as ‘een 3 4

skoolmeester’ on the farm Onverwacht of  Daniel Morkel.  Before the coming of  mission and public 5

schools to Somerset West, children of  the Hottentots Holland area had been educated, as in 
other remote parts of  the country, by a travelling tutor known as Meester who would work on 
contract at a farm and when possible, neighbouring children would join his classes.  6

In 1808 there were four children between 5 and 12 years at Onverwacht, four between 5 and 14 at 
Voorburg and one aged 6 at Morgenster. The fourth brother Hercules Morkel of  Welgelegen had 
three children between 7 and 12, and there would have been children from other farms in the 
area attending.  7

It is likely that the extract   below from the History of  Hendrik Louw Primary School in the Strand 8 9

refer to the same Carel David Wentzel? 

“One feels inclined to guess that before the fifties of  the last century the few Strand children 
attended the private schools, one of  the nearest being that of  the Morkels at Morgenster and 
Onverwacht, now known as “Die Bos”. 

It sounds incredible that as late as 1821 the Dutch Reformed Church of  Somerset West had 
to dispense with the teaching services of  “Voorleser” Wentzel because funds for his salary 
could not be raised locally nor recovered from government sources.” 

In the Opgaafrol for 1842 for the District of  Swellendam in which the field-cornetcy of  
Bosjesveld is situated, a Carel David Wentzel (CDW) is listed. He paid a capitation of  six 
shillings for that year.  On 11 July 1857 a Carel David Wentzel, who was an instructor, died at the 10
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age of  76 years at the residence of  Anthony du Preez in Riversdale.  He was born in 1780. Is 11

this the same Carel David Wentzel who was a teacher on Onverwacht in 1809? If  so, he came from 
an educated family. His grandfather Carel David Wentzel from Dresden was a luitenant-ingenieur 
working for the VOC at the Cape.  

In 1809 he would have been 28 years old. The Opgaafrol of  the Field-cornetcy of Bosjesveld taken 
in 1842 puts CDW’S age at 61 years. He died 15 years later, i.e. in 1857 and would have been 76 
years old at death. Based on the aforementioned deductions, we are inclined to believe that we 
are dealing with the same Carel David Wentzel, who was also likely the tutor who hosted Andrew 
and Lady Barnard during their visit in 1798 at Onverwacht. 

The probable patriarch of  the Muslim Wentzel family of  the Strand 

On 18 September 1816, Jeptha, a two-year old slave boy was listed in the Slave Register of  
Helena Catharina, nee Malan, the widow of  b4 Willem Morkel  of  Onverwacht. The name of  the 12

little boy’s mother was not indicated. Subsequent to Helena Catharina’s death on 27 October 
1825  six slaves were transferred on 17 August 1826 to young (fourteen years old) d9 Willem 13

Morkel under the guardianship of  his father Daniel Johannes Morkel Senior . The little boy 14

Jeptha was among the six slaves and he was then “about 12 years old” as reflected in the extract 
from the Slave Register below. Jeptha’s mother was indicated as Lena. About 12 years could 
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imply 11 and thus Jeptha was born in 1815. The extract reveals that Lena gave birth to four more 
children between 1817 and 1825. 

Lena and her children would have to wait another 13 years before they would be finally free. 

What options did slaves have when they were set free ?
How would they cope with this freedom in their state of  abject poverty? Shell refers to the 
formidable disadvantages which freed male slaves faced, including prejudice, poverty, the 
inability to obtain credit, and also the extreme difficulty of  obtaining gainful employment in the 
Cape’s oscillating and insecure economy .  15

In the Stellenbosch magisterial district at the time of  emancipation most of  the land had long 
been appropriated by the free burgers and their descendants . Scully contends that slaves in the 16

Western Cape were freed into a landscape where most of  the best agricultural land was owned 
by whites . Coercive statutory measures introduced by the colonial state and the farmers to 17

retain control over the labour of  freed slaves made the acquisition of  land by freed people 
difficult. In their state of  poverty freed people could not gain access to credit facilities with 
whites to purchase land. The Wesleyan Methodist Mission Station established in Somerset West 
by Barnabas Shaw in the 1830s was a haven for the impoverished freed people after 1838 and 
many of  them settled there on condition that they embrace the Christian faith . 7 18

As a consequence of  these impediments to the acquisition of  legal title to land, freed people 
resorted to squatting both before and after 1838 . This I suspect, they did to lead an 19

independent life, free of  state or missionary control. 

The Islamic enclave at Mosterd Bay 

At the time of  emancipation in 1838 a community of  Muslims under the leadership of  Imam 
Abdus Sammat from Semarang, Java had been squatting at Mosterd Bay on Crown Land since 
1822 . 20

I contend that the 2-year old Jeptha was fathered by Carel David Wentzel who was the tutor of  
the Morkel children at the time when Jeptha’s mother, Lena was a housemaid at Onverwacht of  
the Morkel widow, nee Helena Catharina Malan. I have scoured the Opgaafrollen of  the ward of  
Hottentots Holland. Carel David Wentzel was the only Wentzel listed in these records at the 
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time. As we pointed out above that he was still in the service of  the Dutch Reformed Church as 
Voorleser until 1821. 

At the time of  emancipation 23 year-old Jeptha joined the settlement at Mosterd Bay, became a 
fisherman and embraced Islam. He was then named Galiel which in Arabic means friend. He 
married Jasmina Wanza and from this union seven children were born. 

Galiel’s eldest son Iesmodien had a daughter Joggara who is my paternal grandmother. Galiel 
died in 1885  at the age of  70. He was thus born in 1815. His wife Jasmena was the informant 21

who made her mark. Iesmodien died in the Leper Ward on Robben Island in December 1893  22

and Joggara died in August 1917  after giving birth to her eleventh child. 23

The Death Notice of  Galiel Wentzel inserted here indicate that his father is just Wentzel and his 
mother Lena Wentzel. Jasmina Wentzel died in 1903 . 24
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