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Notes:
1. Name unsure
2. Also seen in official documents as Magdalena
3. Name unsure
4. Name unsure
5. GF = Godfather, GM = Godmother

Family?

What is the likehood that these people were members of Frangois’s extended family? |
would say quite high. If you look at the names of his children in the box to the right,
EVERY one of their names can be derived from a close family member.

Linage?

| favour the red line as the most likely linage to Frangois. | would say there is a
reaonable chance of it. My reasoning is that it holds perfectly true to a paternal naming
convention:

1. Jaque (Jacques) : grandfather’'s name

2. Frangois : father's name

3. Pierre : great-grandfather’'s name

4. Paulus (Paul) : great-great-grandfather’'s name

| do not have enough info to know whether it holds for the daughters in a maternal
sense.

9" or 122

My mother is 8" generation and | am o generation from Frangois. If this linage | have
assumed is correct, then we are 11" and 12" generations respectively from this Paul
Rétif in Generation A. Even if the linage is incorrect, it is highly likely that Paul is his
great grandfather and thus the great-great-great-great-great-great-great-great-great-
grandfather of the oM generation.

Francgois’s children:

b1. Maria Retief * 16.5.1702 x 10.4.1729 Pieter Rosseau. 11 children.

b2. Anna Retief *29.10.1704 x Pieter Hugo

b3. Jacques Retief *15.10.1709. Unmarried.

b4. Francois Retief *7.4.1709 +1789 x 3.12.1741 Anna Marais + 24.5.1774

b5. Pierre Retief *13.11.1712. Died young

b6. Paulus Retief *27.5.1714x 10.2.1743 Dorothea Melius.

b7. Pierre Retief ~13.12.1716 +7.6.1800.

b8 Hester Retief *1.2.1719 +15.4.1805 x 28.2.1740 Jacques Marais *12.7.1709.
b9 Magdalena Retief *20.11.1720 + 10.4.1817. x 1747 Tieleman Roos *1728.

About the Author and the Search Process

My name is Charl Retief Morkel. My mother is Barbara Elise Morkel (nee Retief) of
Pretoria, 8" generation from Francois. My family emigrated from South Africa to Australia
in the mid-1970s when | was two years old. | grew up in Perth, Western Australia but met
my French wife, Valerie, in California in the late 1990s where we were both working
temporarily. As fate would have it, Valerie not only came from the same Department in
France (Loir-et-Cher) as the birthplace of Frangois, but had actually worked in the town of
Mer itself when she was younger. Eventually, we moved together to France where we
took the opportunity to do a bit of investigating.

The information within this document was found by searching through microfilm and
original documents at the Departmental Archives in Blois, France in December 2002. As
far as we are aware, we are the only family members to have searched these records so
far. It was a thrilling experience and | sometimes had the strange feeling of being directed
through the piles of information by the spirit of Frangois himself.

When we entered this grand government building and were about to take the stairs up to
the archives, our attention was caught by a temporary display in the foyer that just
happened to be about the Huguenots who colonised the Cape. We peered into a sealed
glass cabinet and saw a book listing all the known names of those that made it there. We
could not believe our eyes when we saw that the very page this book was opened to was
the page that listed Frangois Retif himself. We took this as a good omen and trotted up
the stairs in anticipation. On hearing our story, the staff members were very eager to help
and were gracious enough to allow us to handle original documents from as far back as
the late 1500s ... not commonly permitted. The very first original document we opened
had a Retif listed on that very page. We were shocked. We actually had Francgoise’s
marriage certificate from 1685 in our hands (see Gen D). We searched the archives
mainly from the commune of Mer (where the Rétifs were at this time) and also those of
Seris and Marchenoir which are both small villages close by.

Although most Protestant archives were either lost or destroyed during the persecution,
we did manage to find enough to piece together what you see now. Unfortunately, there
is a big hole just where the most crucial information would be: 1640 to 1669 all lost! That
means no notice of birth for Frangois which is crucial to establish an accurate link. This
was very disappointing. However, we did find many mentions of the family name and
have attempted a rudimentary family tree for these would-be ancestors. We have inferred
generation boundaries and suggested connections where we suspect a link based on
some information (e.g. dates, names of Godparents, Uncles, Aunts, etc.). As outlined in
the notes section, we see a reasonable chance of these being accurate but we welcome
you to draw your own conclusions.

We hope you find this extension of the family history interesting and enjoy a small peak
past the elusive boundary that was Francgois Retif's departure from France.

Charl Retief Morkel & Valerie Morkel (nee Graff)
cr<at-symbol>morkel.net
Last updated 14™ Februarv 2009
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Winemakers/Vignerons

It seems the family was for the most part Winemakers. They had a book at the Departmental Archives specifically on the
Protestants that went to South Africa. It had mentions of Francois and a whole chapter on Piet Retief. It mentioned that
Francois was a winemaker. We have also found many instances where the men’s occupation is described as Vigneron. It also
seems the Rousseau family in South Africa were winemakers and very close (Frangois’s sister Anna married Pierre Rousseau
(not in diagram)) — which we can see probably started here in France.

Notary Archives
Just after the marriage of Marye Rétif (see Gen C) there were quite a few property purchases made by the Rétifs.

4/11/1658 Sale  Paul
17/11/1658 Lease Noel
18/11/1658 Accord Jaque
26/11/1658 Sale Andre
25/6/1659 Sale Jaque

We will be trying to decode the notary records and will provide more info as we work it out!

Signatures
Although we believe many were illiterate at the time because they weren’t signing records (scribbles mainly), we did find one
or two signatures:

Pielrre (Gen B) — From son’s baptisme record. Madeleine (Gen D) — Signing to be Godmother of friend’s newborn.
6/6/1633 23/5/1683




