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Piet Snap Zyn Post (Index 2)  

For about four years Onverwacht was called Piet Snap zyn Post  which translates as Piet 1

Snap’s Post (farm). Who was Piet Snap, and why was the farm named after him? While 
this happened before Philip Morkel and his wife Catharina Pasman arrived on the 
property, it is nevertheless an interesting story and relevant to our family history.   

Jan Hartog, the Master Agriculturist (baas landbouwer) of the VOC gave the name 
Onverwacht to his allocated part of the Hottentots Holland Buitepos. He transferred it to 
his master, corrupt Governor W.A. van der Stel. When the governor was deposed, it 
was sold at auction in 1709 as one of five parcels of Vergelegen. Widow Elbertsz who 
purchased the property registered it as Piet Snap Zyn Post. four years later, in 1713, the 
farm was transferred to Sophia Pasman under the former name of Onverwacht.   

 Johannes van der Bijl, 2000. Grond Eienaars van Stellenbosch1693 - 1860.1
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Why did widow Elbertsz name it Piet Snap zyn Post? We can only speculate. The only 
Piet Snap we could locate was a slave  from Bengal, owned by Tobias Marquart. 2

Tobias’s brother, Jochem Marquart rented the Buitepos before it was allocated to 
Governor van der Stel. The Buitepos was extensive and the key farming activities would 
have been centred around the north eastern part, where the later farms Vergelegen, 
Morgenster and Cloetenburg were located. Onverwacht would have been at the perimeter of 
the estate and it is possible that Piet Snap was in charge as foreman there. It would have  
been convenient in daily conversation to refer to it as Piet Snap’s post. Earlier on 
Jochem Marquart and Hendrik Elbertsz ran the Buitepos as joint tenants. Widow 
Elbertsz would have been familiar with the estate and it is possible that she knew 
Jochem and how he called the farm. This is the only plausible explanation why she 
called the farm Piet Snap’s Post. It is speculation but the only reasonable one I can find, 
even if Piet Snap arrived only months before Jochem’s lease expired.  

Lurid stories about the wreck of the Schonenberg are fiction (Index 5) 

Philip provided hospitality in 1722 for the survivors of the wreck of the VOC ship 

Schonenberg. An epic poem in praise was printed and hangs at Die Bos. The event is 

described on our website and in the Morkel book .  3

There are also lurid stories by Rosenthal  and Green  about the wreck, where the 4 5

skipper and locals conspired to wreck the ship and steal its treasures. They supposedly 

buried the treasure in the vineyard at Vergelegen, and before it could be recovered, some 

slaves and one of the conspirators (Klopper) were mysteriously killed. The skipper was 

tortured by being broken on the wheel and strangled, while others were banished in 

chains. Exciting reading, but fiction. The real events are well documented, fascinating 

enough and do not need fantasy.  

 Delia Robertson.  The First Fifty Years. http://www.e-family.co.za/ffy/g15/p15670.htm and http://www.e-2

family.co.za/ffy/g7/p7123.htm

 Website The Wreck of the Schonenberg and Book p23ff3

 “The Schonenberg”  Aqua Exploration.  http://www.shipwreck.co.za/schonenberg.html4

  The story is uncritically retold in:  M. Diemont, ‘Vergelegen treasure’, in The Strandveld – Africa's foot of 5

isolation (Hermanus, 2010), pp. 30-31
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One of the conspirators was said to be Jacob Malan of Morgenster. This motivated a 

descendant, dr. Jan Malan to research the events. He states a more unlikely robber and 

conspirator than the French Huguenot Jacques (Jacob) Malan could hardly be found — a 

respected and prosperous farmer, family man in his mid-fifties, and a deacon (elected 

elder in following year, 1724) in the church. Malan lists many errors and flights of fancy 

in these stories, and they should be discarded completely. 

The Likely Route taken by the Schonenberg Survivors (Index 4) 

When the VOC ship Schonenberg was wrecked in 1722 at Struisbaai, about 80 survivors 

walked overland for about six days until they reached Onverwacht and was hospitably 

received by Philip Morkel and his brother Willem. While there is details of their 

———————————————————————————————-—- 
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journey, they most likely followed the same route as officials from the Cape did when 

they visited the ship for inspection and possible salvage. Jimmy Herbert, researched the 

archives and mapped the route published by dr Jan Malan . 6

Origin of the Family Crest   (Index 4) 7

The Morkel family crest hangs on the wall at Die Bos and copies can be found in several 

Morkel families. Two window-panes salvaged from the second Stellenbosch church 

show that Philip did not have a crest at the time the church was built (1723) but his 

sister-in-law, Sibella Pasman did. Her crest was almost certainly constructed specifically 

for the window pane. It seems likely that Philip then commissioned a crest for himself. 

The shield of Philip’s crest contains top right (circled) and bottom left quarters inspired 

by Sibella’s crest (circled). In Holland, crests were quite common for middle class 

(burgelijke) families, not only aristocrats 

  Malan. Email private communication.6

 Book p19; Website Family Crest7
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There were multiple copies of The Liefdekrans in the family (Index 5) 

The Liefdekrans is an epic poem printed in 1725 by a survivor of the Schonenberg wreck, 

praising the hospitality of a1 Philip and a2 Willem Morkel. It was addressed to both 

Philip and Willem and thus it is logical that each received a copy. The VOC exercised 

tight control over the small colony and it would have been mandatory that a copy was 

also presented to the Company. Thus a run of at least three copies were printed and sent 

to the Cape. The location of two are well known. One hangs on the wall at Die Bos and 

the other is in the Cape Archives. 

Recently I became aware of two more copies, one owned by i4 Pete Morkel  and the 8

other is in the Bredasdorp Museum. Now there are four copies. 

How did the third copy reach Pete Morkel? (Index 3) It is possible that it was a2 Willem’s 

copy and was inherited (from 2nd generation b4 Willem) by c4 Philip Hendrik Morkel, 

the oldest of four third generation sons, and kept in his house on his farm Morgenster. 

After his death the farm (with the Liefdekrans) was acquired by his nephew, d9 Willem 

Morkel. It was then handed down the generations and is now owned by i4 Pete, his 9th 

generation descendant. These deductions are supported by an inscription: ’Mrs van der 

Byl, Morningstar’ (she was e3 Margaret Elizabeth Morkel a daughter of d9 Willem) on 

the back found when this copy was restored. Pete Morkel is a vet who is renowned for 

his work throughout Africa in saving wildlife such as rhinos and elephant from 

poachers. 

The fourth copy was presented to the Bredasdorp Museum by h4 Paul Albert Roos 

Morkel , a descendant of c7 Hercules Morkel, the youngest of the third generation sons. 9

While it is wonderful to have it, it is not clear why a fourth copy, went to Hercules, the 

youngest of four sons, and how it was handed down over the generations (Index 2). 

 Emails from Pete Morkel8

 Email from Paul’s daughter, i2 Arion (Ron) da Costa Silva née Morkel9

———————————————————————————————-—- 
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Genetic Diseases  10

There are two genetic diseases which might have involved the family.   

Porphyria Variegata (PV) 

Ariaentje de Jacobs married Gerrit Jans van Deventer in 1688 and it has been established 

that both husband and wife had genes  which caused Porphyria Variegata in their off-11

spring. PV is a neurological disorder with symptoms of skin damage, abdominal pain 

and convulsions. Of possible concern to us is the chance (likely to be slight) that 

Ariaentje’s half sister Willemijntje Ariens de Wit was also a carrier. She was married to 

Detlef Biebouw and was the mother of Maria Biebouw, Philip Morkel’s first wife.  

Philip Playford  who researched a wreck of the VOC ship Zuytdorp on the Western 12

Australian coast speculated that the occurrence of Porphyria amongst Aborigines in 

Western Australia might involve descendants of the survivors. He identified Hendrik 

Biebouw  as the most likely carrier of the disease. If this deduction were valid, it is 13

possible that his sister Maria was also a carrier. While most Morkel descendants are 

from Philip’s second wife, Catharina Pasman, genes from Willemijntje would have 

come into the family via Philip and Maria Biebouw’s daughter Elisabeth. She had 

descendants (Maria Dorothea Louw and Esther Elizabeth Louw) who married into the 

Morkel family.  

Fortunately for us, Playford had it wrong. The Porphyria amongst the Aborigenes is 

different and not Porphyria Variegata. More importantly, Hendrik Biebouw was not on 

 Website10

 https://www.geni.com/projects/PORPHYRIA/1632211

  Playford, Phillip 1996.  Carpet of Silver.  The Wreck of the Zuytdorp.  University of Western Australia. p 12

227

 Hendrik Biebouw has been celebrated as the first person to state ‘Ik ben een Africander’ (I am an 13

Africander). However, he was part of a three-some of drunks vandalising a property. When he resisted arrest 
he made his famous defiant statement. Not an incident to be proud of.

———————————————————————————————-—- 
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the Zuytdorp at all and certainly did not die in Western Australia with or without 

offspring (Index 5). Some years later he was crew on VOC ship Zandenburg  which 14

reached Batavia safely and he died there in 1718. There are no known cases of Porphyria 

Variegata in the Morkel family and it can be taken that this disease is not in our family 

(index 4). 

Huntingtons Disease (HD).    

The possibility of Huntingtons Disease in the Morkel family is a more serious concern. 

HD is a serious neurodegenerative disease  and first symptoms are typically displayed 15

only in middle age around 30 to 50. Patients have severe jerky movements (chorea), and 

loss of cognitive, physical and emotional function. Research by Hayden found  that 16

some cases of HD in South Africa can be traced back to descendants of Sophia Pasman, 

neé van der Merwe, mother of Philip’s wife Catharina and her sister Sibella. In his thesis 

he gives a family tree identifying carriers of HD among the descendants of Sibella 

Pasman, Sophia’s daughter. While he does not mention Morkel descendants of 

Catharina Pasman, there is a chance that they are also involved (Index 3). One Morkel is 

actually listed in a photocopy of a death notice. He was Thomas Robert Morkel who 

died in 1907 at the age of 57. The cause of death in the death notice is almost illegible 

but Hayden implied that it was a HD case.  

I could not find Thomas Robert in the Morkel genealogy. Hayden felt that the disease is 

likely to be under reported because of social stigma and that some of the symptoms are 

difficult to separate from perceived problems of old age. This is thus of concern for the 

Morkel family. However, 300 years have passed and apart from the death notice of 

Thomas Robert, I do not know of a single case of HD in the family, and I have been 

studying the family for more than 30 years. I think we need not be concerned about HD 

(Index 4). 

 Marie Bredenkamp on the Genealogy Chatroom Genforum14

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Huntington%27s_disease15

 Michael Hayden 1979. PhD thesis. Huntington’s Chorea in South Africa. pp77 - 80 see also https://16

trove.nla.gov.au/work/24999520?q&versionId=45424072 
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Zeemans-Rust (Index 3) 

In his will , second generation b4 Willem Morkel left the old family farm Onverwacht 17

plus its annexe, the farm Zeemans-Rust to his third son c6 Daniel Johannes Morkel. 

Apart from being in Willem’s will, we cannot find Zeemans-Rust anywhere in Hottentots 

Holland . Where was it? I have inferred that this farm, translated as Sailors-Rest, was 18

The Lodge, later Altena, close to the sea.  

 Website: The Estate of Willem Morkel 1718 -178817

 There was a small part of Vergelegen called Zeemanshoop. See: Johannes van der Bijl, 2000 18

Grondeienaars van Stellenbosch p168. However, this was definitely not Zeemans-Rust.

———————————————————————————————-—- 
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The Morkel family likely sold it during the 19th century when wine farms had an 

economic downturn. The new owner named it The Lodge. The family bought back the 

farm late in the 19th century. e13 Philip Hendrik Morkel farmed there until my father, 

g9 Daniel Johannes Morkel acquired it. He changed its name to Altena. While I have not 

found documented evidence, it is a plausible inference that Zeemans-Rust became The 

Lodge/Altena. The boundaries of the two farms are clearly linked. Located to the west 

with common boundaries and near the sea, it is also the logical site. 

The Mysterious Johannes Theodorus Morkel  (Index 3) 19

Johannes Theodorus Morkel of Waveren (Tulbagh) and his wife had a son Petrus 

Johannes, baptised on 17 Dec 1797. Who were they, and how do they fit in the family? 

The register for the baptism was found on the Family Search website. 

Why is Johannes Theodorus not listed in the family genealogy? Why did he live in 

Waveren (Tulbagh), which at that time, apart from Swellendam, was about as far away 

from Onverwacht as possible in the colony? If he were acknowledged as a son of Willem 

or any of his sons, he should have qualified as inheritor together with his siblings, Philip 

Hendrik, Willem, Daniel Johannes and Hercules. It is clear from Willem’s will that was 

not so. 

If we assume Johannes was between 20 and 30 years old when his son was baptised in 

1797, he would have been born around 1767 to 1777. b4 Willem Morkel and his family 

were the only Morkels at the Cape at that time. Johannes if born in 1767 would thus 

have been the son of b4 Willem. If he were born around ten years later in 1777, one of 

Willem’s two older sons, Philip Hendrik, Willem and even the third, Daniel Johannes 

can be considered. Their ages at the start and end of the date range were as follows: 

 Website: The Mysterious Johannes Theodorus Morkel19

———————————————————————————————-—- 
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              Ages of father possibilities assuming Johannes Theodorus  
                           was born between 1767 and 1777  

Johannes Theodorus was most likely ‘illegitimate’, perhaps with a slave girl, and he 

might have been an embarrassment for the family. b4 Willem Morkel was a wealthy  

and prominent member of the community and church elder. Either he or his sons might 

have avoided being recognised as the father. However he was special enough to the 

family to carry the Morkel surname. It remains a mystery. Babies with slaves were not 

uncommon at the Cape and genealogies of that time reflected that this was accepted as 

normal. However, in this case this was not so.

Ages in 1767 Ages in 1777

b4 Willem Morkel 1718 - 1788 49 59

c4 Philip Hendrik Morkel 1760 -1831 7 (too young) 17

c5 Willem Morkel 1761 - 1821 6 (too young) 16

c6 Daniel Johannes Morkel 1764- 
1825 

3 (too young) 13

———————————————————————————————-—- 
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