
Morkel Genealogy back to 1383 
Extract from Butzbacher Familien: Marckel by Erich Melchior  1

Using tax (rates), christening and other records, Melchior traced the 
Morkel family of  Butzbach over seven generation back to 1383. 
According to Melchior, Markel from Howysel (no first name) 

moved to Butzbach from near-by Hoch-Weisel, a town just south 
of  the city. He must have been in Butzbach some time because his 

tax records show him comfortably middle-class.  

According to Melchior: 
•  the current ‘Martelgasse’ (Torturer’s way) in Butzbach was originally Markelgasse (Markelway), with 

Peder Markel living in the street, around 1422, 
• the name Markel is an abbreviation of  the old-German name Markwart (E. Nied: Fränkische 

Familiennamen). The name eventually changed to ‘Morkel’.  

In the table, Melchior lists dates of  tax with assessed wealth in Mark (m) and Torn (t). Mark has been a 
well-known currency but I have been unable to find information about Torn. Tax assessments showed 
increase in prosperity over the years. In the tax records some were listed as “novicius” (new-comer?). 
The best I can deduce is that as new listings they did not pay tax that year, but I noted the year of  first 
listing. 

Two of  the Morkel family were “jüngere Bürgermeister”s of  Butzbach. I am unsure what this means 
exactly (it translates as ‘younger mayor) but it seems to be a position of  some prestige, perhaps in fact 
being the mayor.  

The most common spelling in Melchior’ paper is MORCKEL. He notes that entries in Churchbooks 
(following the period of  Melchior’s research) are predominantly spelt MORKEL. After 1560 Melchior 
lists christening dates and also godparents. I left out the godparents. 

I have used the South African de Villiers alpha-numeric convention to number individuals. Markel from 
Howysel is a1, his children b1 and b2 and so forth. 

André Theron Morkel 

Seven Generations of  Butzbach Morkels 
Abbreviations used: † death; x marriage; xx second marriage; ≈ christening 

 a1 MARKEL ‘from Howysel’, no first name. No birthdate, taxed 1383 to 1432. For the time, a respectable 
wealth.  † between 1439 and 1445 x GREDE † 1451/1452. One son Heintze, two unnamed daughters. 

 b1 Heintze (Hentzchin) MARKEL, taxed 1407 - 1430, listed in 1412 as ‘Knecht’ (assistant?, labourer?).  
 No date for Heintze death x Gela MARKELN taxed 1455. Two sons, c1 Peder and c2 Contz. 

  c1 Peder MARKEL, listed 1422 in the marriage register (Copialbuch) †1469. Taxed 1438 - 1464. He  
  owned a ‘hofreite’ (closed estate?) in Darmstadt , x unnamed wife listed as ‘die Markeln’. Peder lived in  
  Markelgasse, named after him. Two sons d1 Henne and d2 Hans. 

 Erich Melchior, Butzbacher Familie: Marckel (Markel und Morckel), Hessische Familienkunde, Band 16, 1982 -19831



  c2 Contz (Cuntz) MARCKEL, listed 1439 -1445. Taxed 1469 - 1487. †1486/1487 x unnamed wife listed 
  as ‘die Markelsen'.   

Children of  c1 Peder MARKEL 
   d1 Henne MARCKEL, listed 1487 and also listed at various times as Heintz FERBER’s  
   son-in-law,  Hen FERBER, and Hen MAECKEL † 1548/1549 x daughter of  Heintz FERBER.  
   Taxed 1507 - 1548.  
    e1 Gernand (Gernhard, Gerlach) MARCKEL (changed to MORKEL). Taxed 1524 - 1544,  
    †1544/1545 
     f1 Jost MORCKEL, Taxed 1540 - 1560, † 3.1.1572 x ELS †29.1.1573 
      g1 Johann MORCKEL x September 1578 Aell KESSLER from     
      Wiesmar near Giessen. Left Butzbach. 

     f2 Wilhelm  MORCKEL Taxed 1544 -1556, † before 1561 
      g1 Anna MORCKEL x Johann FAUERBACH 
      g2 Gela MORCKEL x15.1.1571 Johann KOEL 
      g3 Maria MORCKEL x 9.4.1580 Johannes BUCH 

   d2 Hans MARCKEL (MARKOLT), listed as Ackermann (tiller of  soil) in Butzbach. Also listed as  
   Hans MESSERSCHMIDT (father-in-law’s name?).  Taxed 1512 - 1525. 
    e1 Emmerich MORKEL (first time the name is spelt Morkel), 1535, 1548 and 1554 ‘jüngerer  
    Bürgermeister’ (younger mayor ), Taxed 1520 - 1560. †6.4.1581. x Else. Four sons, owned farmland 2

    and vinery at Butzbach. Tax assessment show a man of  means. 
     
 

      
                                                               

     Hausmark of Emmerich MORKEL from 1535 and 1548. 
      
     f1 Wentzel MORCKEL, taxed 1533 -1552 † 1552/1553 x unnamed wife ‘widow Wentzel’  
     †14.10.1574 from the plague 
      g1 Elisabeth MORCKEL x Jan 1562 Adam ZIMMER 
      g2 Katharina MORCKEL x 27.4.1562 Niclas SCHMIDT 
      g3 Weigel(l) MORCKEL x 17.6.1563 Maria Schweitzer 
      g4 Maria MORCKEL † 1620 x 9.5.1575 Friedrich KOEL † 1611 from the plague 
      g5 Anna MORCKEL x Sep 1581 in Frankfurt Hans WICKER 

     f2 Johann MORCKEL (senior) taxed 1546 - 1556 † 6 .4.1570 x ? 
      g1 Katharina MORCKEL x 23.1.1570 Jacob WAGNER 
      g2 Henrich MORCKEL(junior)  x 20.9.1579 Anna WENDEL  
      xx 11.1.1586 Dorothea GEIER  
      g3 Friedrich MORCKEL ≈ 7.7.1561 
      g4 Ludwig MORCKEL ≈ 31.12.1562 
      g5 Hans MORCKEL ≈ Mar 1564 
      g6 Anna MORCKEL ≈ Dec 1565 
      g7 Peter MORCKEL ≈ 20.5.1567 
      g8 Emmrich (Emrich) MORCKEL ≈ Mar 1569 
      g9 Henrich MORCKEL ≈ 1.10.1570   

     f3 Henrich MORCKEL (senior) †3.1.1599 x9.2.1562 Gued SELL † 29.10.1611 from the plague 
      g1 Joist MORCKEL ≈ 14.3.1563.  Jüngerer Bürgermeister x 12.7.1598 Maria JUNG  
      g2 Hans MORCKEL ≈ 18.10 1564 
      g3 Margaretha MORCKEL ≈ 19.1.1566 x 6.8.1586 Niclas LOTTICIUS  
      g4 Dorothea MORCKEL ≈ 3.1.1567 x 7.10.1588 Kaspar BECKER  
      g5 Christoffel MORCKEL ≈ Aug 1569 

 The younger mayor was concerned with raising rates and expenditures, while the elder mayor performed ceremonial functions.2



      g6/7 Aell MORCKEL ≈ 22.6.1571 
      g6/7 Child MORCKEL † 3.7.1571 
      g8 Elisabeth MORCKEL ≈ Mar 1573 
      g9/10 Child MORCKEL† 28.6.1575 
      g9/10 Konrad MORCKEL ≈ 19.6.1575 
      g11 Anna MORCKEL ≈ 21.10 1576 
      g12 Jacobine MORCKEL ≈ 28.11.1578 
      g13 Daughter MORCKEL † 3.4.1579 
      g14/15 Paul MORCKEL ≈ 10.8.1580 
      g14/15 Child MORCKEL † 23.8.1580 
      g16 Child MORCKEL † 24.11.1582 

     f4 Peter MORCKEL listed 15.7.1568 x10.101571 Katharina VON REHE 
      g1 Anna MORCKEL ≈ Aug 1572 
      g2 Daughter MORCKEL ≈ 24.3.1594 

Uncoupled: 

1.  Elisabeth MORKEL ≈ 19.2.1586,  daughter of  Wilhelm MORKEL 
2. Elisabeth MORKEL daughter of  Georg MORKEL from Kirch-Göns, x 12.5.1651 Conrad RONSTADT, xx 

Jacob SCHMIDT 

Sattelite Photo of Butzbach and Hoch Weisel
Source: Google Maps
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