
Cousin P.A. Myburgh of Meerlust  

P.A. (Philip Albert (1747-1813)) was the son of wealthy 
Johannes Albertus Myburgh, owner of the magnificent farm 

Meerlust. His mother was Sophia Margaretha Morkel, d.o. 
Stamvader Philip Morkel and Catharina Pasman. Thus he was 
the cousin of the four Morkel sons of second generation b4 

Willem Morkel, (Sophia’s brother). They were (c4 P.H.(Philip 
Hendrik), c5 Willem, c6 D.J. (Daniel Johannes) and c7 
Hercules) The relationship actually goes deeper, P.A.,’s 

grandmother Elsie van der Merwe was a sister of Sophia 
Morkel’s grandmother Sophia Pasman née van der Merwe. 

As a young man P.A. visited his father’s pastoral loan farms in the Camdeboo 

mountains on the border of the colony. He was an active hunter and with 
companions ventured beyond the farm as far as the Orange River. They 
experienced severe hardships and for several months they were said to live on 
nothing but hippopotamus tallow. He knew that territory so well that the VOC 
government commissioned him to locate and layout a new town, Graaff Reinet.  1

P.A. was 41 years old when he inherited the Meerlust estate. His father left it in 
outstanding condition with the H-shaped house with beautiful Cape Dutch gables 
and outbuildlings already there. P.A. was married to Hester Anna van der Bijl 
from a neighbouring farm and when they took over Meerlust she was expecting 
her 12th child. At that stage, five earlier children had already died young. 

He took over his father’s position as leader in the community. Respected as owner 
of the large and prosperous estate, he was Heemraad for the Stellenbosch district 
and Captain of a troop of dragoons (cavalry) formed by the government to protect 
the community. The Morkel cousins served under P.A. — P.H. Morkel was 
Captain Luitenant, Willem First Luitenant, and D. J. Morkel Sub-luitenant. In 
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1795 they were all members of the Stellenbosch Krygsraad (council of war), the 
last to function when the British took over the Cape. 

P.A. was older than his cousins (13 years older than the oldest P.H.) and, as their 
Captain and natural leader, he had a strong influence on them. When P.A.. 
refused to swear allegiance to the British Crown, P.H. and D.J. followed his lead 
and also suffered punishment by having dragoons stationed on their farms. His 
relationship with Daniel Johannes Morkel was close. P.A.’s thirteenth son, Pieter 
Gerhard Myburgh married Daniel’s daughter d5 Hester Anna Morkel (they settled 
on the farm Parel Vallei at Somerset West and the connections between the 
families were carried forth with further marriages.  My grandmother was a 
Myburgh from Parel Vallei.  

It is possible that P.A. introduced Daniel to cockfighting, which it is said that at 
Meerlust was contested in the side-courts of the Dovecote. Daniel had a dovecote 
with side courts constructed at Onverwacht, possibly also for cockfighting and 
inspired by  the structure on Meerlust. 
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The ‘Office” of the master of Cockfighting at 
Meerlust, as indicated by the (two birds in 
plastered in relief on both sides of the door) 

Photo; Phillida Brookes Simons
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Dovecote Meerlust with two sidecourts, possibly for 
cockfighting 

Photo: Google image of Meerlust 

Dovecote at Onverwacht with 2 side courts. Likely 
inspired by the Dovecote at Meerlust   

Photo: André Morkel



P.A. hunted in the wilds of Africa as a young man and the impression we have of 
him is a decisive and proud man. He did not suffer the proverbial fools gladly, and 
was used to making decisions and being obeyed. 

At one stage he was unsatisfied with the lack of space and suitable chairs in the 
church of Stellenbosch and also the poor state of maintenance of the building. 
P.A. offered to transport timber from the Cape and to provide at his cost 
plasterers and lime-wash to enlarge and repair the church but had no response 
from the Church Council. He did not take kindly to this rebuff. He wrote a strong 
letter to a neighbour who served as deacon. In the letter he expressed his 
disappointment at how he was ignored and threatened to support another church. 

“Ook zal ik hier nog bijvoegen, dat zoo er geen plaats in onze kerk voor my open 

gevonden werd, zoo zal ik een stoel voor mij laten brengen; of ander zo ryden wij na een 

der andere kerken, die plaatsen hebben, of daar geen plaats te vinden zal zijn.” (also I 2

shall add that, if no place in our church were found for me, I shall have a chair for 
me brought in, or else we will travel to another church that has space for us.) 

He subsequently did not attend church regularly and when years later when he 
gave a small donation, the church Council thanked him almost excessively. He had 
made his point but by then his offer to repair the church had long expired. 

 ,Hugo & van der Bijl 1963 Die Kerk van Stellenbosch.  Tafelberg uitgewers. Kaapstad .p1162
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The house with Cape Dutch gable at Meerlust.  Constructed by 
Johannes Albertus Myburgh, P.A.’s father 

Meerlust by Phillida Brooke Simons’ book, Meerlust
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Meerlust in  Phillida Brooke Simons’ book



Towards the latter part of the 18th century a spirit of rebellion spread around the 
world. The American colonies rebelled against the British crown, trouble was 
brewing in France which led to the Revolution and at the Cape people were 
starting to question the despotic rule of the VOC which at that time was on its last 
legs and facing bankruptcy. A group of burghers, the Cape Patriots, about 400 
strong sent a delegation of four to Holland to lay their grievances before the once-
mighty Heeren Sewentien (Lords Seventeen). 

Meanwhile at the Cape, as senior member of the government’s Krygsraad, P.A. 
played and important and placatory role. When the Cape Patriots in Graaff Reinet 
drove their landdrost out of his own Drostdy, it was P.A. who was despatched by 
the governor to negotiate with the rebels. He was not successful and Graaff Reinet 
declared an independent republic. During the same week in 1795, British warships 
crowded with troops sailed into Simon’s Bay. The British had a letter from the 
Dutch Prince of Orange, (in exile in London after the French conquered Holland) 
requesting the British to hold the Cape in trust and protect it from the French.. 

The government at the Cape was confused how to react and the British decisively 
won a brief skirmish at Muizenberg and took control of the Cape. This did not 
please P.A. and he obdurately refused to accept the authority of the British and 
deliberately ignored an order to send much needed supplies of grain to Cape-
Town. The military commander, Major-General James Craig threatened to place 
25 dragoons at Meerlust to enforce their authority. 

P.A. complied with the order but two years later in 1797 the British demanded 
that Cape inhabitants swear a new oath of allegiance, this time to the British 
crown. P.A. was incensed, he had already sworn an oath to the British holding the 
Cape as Trustees for the Dutch, but this was a blatant take-over. He, his elder sons 
and several family, including the Morkel cousins refused to sign the oath. P.A 
wrote an angry rambling letter (which he had translated into English) to the 
Landdrost, indicating that he had been discharged from the Krygsraad and that 
proper procedures had not been followed. 

The new British governor Lord Macartney reacted strongly. The French 
revolution was fresh in his mind and he was determined to nip Jacobin tendencies 
in the bud. The colonial secretary, Andrew Barnard went to Stellenbosch to 
confront the rebels. His strongest bargaining chip was the threat of banishment, 
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where farmers like P.A. would lose their properties and would have to make their 
living from scratch in a new country. 

With this threat P.A. and his supporters signed the new oath but Macartney still 
posted dragoons on their farms. Twenty two dragoons at Meerlust and 10 each 
with P.A.’s sons and.P.H and D.J. Morkel. 

P.A. was not intimidated and welcomed the dragoons like guests, inviting them to 
his dinner table. When he heard that their captain was newly married he 
dispatched a carriage to the Castle at Cape Town to fetch her and installed the 
couple in their best guest room. The dragoons responded by working on the farm 
and they stayed long enough to complete a finely carved coffee table as thanks for 
their stay. Thus the display of British authority and punishment did not quite 
work out. A story worthy of Gilbert & Sullivan. While not documented, it is likely 
that P.H. and D.J. Morkel followed their commander’s lead in welcoming the 
dragoons. 
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Coffee table carved out of Olivewood by the 
dragoons,while stationed at Meerlust 

Meerlust Phillida Brooke Simons’ 



A few months later Andrew Barnard and his wife Lady Anne Barnard undertook a 
journey into the Cape interior They arrived at Meerlust for lunch and went on to 
Onverwacht for the night. They were treated with a sumptuous meal at Meerlust by 
mevrouw Myburg (who could not speak English) but her husband P.A. had 
mistaken the arranged date and was away on business. The Barnards then went to 
Onverwacht where the hosts, D.J. Morkel and his wife were unfortunately absent 
and they were welcomed by the tutor, a young man who provided overnight 
accommodation and loaned them extra oxen to help pull their carriage over the 
steep and rough Gantouw pass (later Sir Lowry’s pass). 

In my view the absence of P.A. at Meerlust and D.J. and his wife at Onverwacht was 
not accidental but a deliberate snub for Andrew Barnard’s role in the dragoons 
affair. Why was there a sumptuous meal at Meerlust if they were not expected? 
Why was there a tutor at Onverwacht when the oldest child was only three years 
old? It is likely that he was “borrowed” for the occasion. They provided hospitality 
but chose not to welcome them in person. 

In 18003 the Cape was handed back to the Dutch with the Treaty of Amiens. 
P.A.and his Morkel cousins got on well with the Dutch governor, General 
Janssens. In 1806 the British invaded with considerable force and won at the battle 
of Blaauwberg. General Janssens retreated to his supporters (among them the 
Morkel brothers) in Hottentots Holland. On his way he stop for the night with 
this friend P.A. at Meerlust where the captain of the Waldeck regiment who 
cowardly absconded during the battle came to apologise. Jansens literally kicked 
him off the stoep at Meerlust. 

P.A. lived further in peace on his farm and died at the age of 66 in 1813. 

André Morkel 
April 2019 
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